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From the President..... 
 
Hope you got the fish smell off you from last month's meeting. If you missed out, 
you'll have to wait until the Fossil Fair to see the new set of displays in Bonnie's* 
collection. 
Last month was the beginning of our busy season. 
The Fossil Fest at OSC was bigger and better, Thanks to all of you who came out 
and participated by displaying fossils or helping at the club's tables. The Science 
Center is getting a lot of positive feedback from the guests. It is real nice to have a 
good venue to do our outreach. Next year, I would like to see the other members 
(instead of Bonnie & me) bring their fossil collections out to display and to share 
your experience with fossil hunting for the event. 
The volunteers at Daytona's Natural History Day had a big crowd to talk to about 
the fossils they brought. Thanks to all of you who went. 
Next event the club will be at is National Fossil Day at South Florida Museum 
down in Bradenton. There will be folks from the Museum in Gainesville as well as 
people from the other fossil clubs.  
Then we'll be gearing up for our annual Fossil Fair on Nov. 5th & 6th. Hope you 
have already signed up. It's going to be a colossal show... larger displays, plenty of 
dealers, good food. This event is important to the club for this is how we make the 
money for the expenses each year: insurance, newsletters, outreach projects, field 
trips, etc. All that you need to do is show up. We'll have a place for you - no 
experience required. Please contact Bonnie if you haven't signed up to volunteer yet. 
We are arranging for a speaker for the October 15th meeting.  Bonnie is having a 
Kids' Fossil Blast program at 2 pm. See inside the newsletter for the long and short 
of it. 
Meanwhile, say a prayer to let the Peace River go down low enough to fossil hunt. 
Every fossil hunter in Florida is just as eager as you are, so get your gear together 
be ready. 
Hope to see you soon. 
Russell Brown 
President 

* Note that Russell puts most of  
the hours into those display cases.  
I just type labels. ~ Bonnie 

 

October 2016 

Join Our Facebook group, Search: 
Florida Fossil Hunters  
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On Saturday, October 15th at 2 pm, we will explore the 
small and the large. What effect does environment have 
on animals' sizes? What changes do size make on an 
animal's structure?  So bring your curiosity and 
imagination and join us.  
Kids' Fossil Blast is an informal, hands-on experience 
with real fossils, casts, etc. aimed at kids ages 5 to 14. 
We meet for an hour before the regular meeting. 
Next Kids' Fossil Blast will Be Oct 15th, at 2pm 

Piece on the Peace River 
Eager (and frustrated) fossil hunters had a setback this 
past month. The Peace River hit flood stage with all the 
rains the tropical storms and fronts brought. At least the 
fossils will have been moved around..... hopefully into the 
shallow areas. 

Pop-up Museum: Florida Fossils 
Oct. 22, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Cultural Plaza, 3215 Hull Rd, Gainesville, FL 32611 
Join us as we venture outside our walls and bring the 
Museum to you! This themed event features hands-on 
activities and natural science exploration. Enjoy a unique, 
participatory experience between the Florida Museum and 
the community. We need YOU to make it happen. All 
ages are welcome. Come prepared for an adventure you 
will never forget! 
What to Bring: A fossil from home to have identified! 
Cost: FREE 
Partner: Harn Museum of Art, University of Florida 
Performing Arts 
Be sure to keep an eye out for future Pop-up Museum 
events each month, coming soon to a location near you! 
For more information, contact Tina Choe 
at tchoe@flmnh.ufl.edu or call 352-273-2079.  

Fragments 
Annual Fall Gem, Mineral, and Bead Show 
Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society 
Oct. 7, 8 & 9th at the National Guard Armory;  
2809 S. Fern Creek Ave. Orlando; Fri. 1-6, Sat. 10-6,  
Sun. 10-5; Admission $5, Grade School Students $2; 
Annual Fall gem, mineral, and bead show. There will be 
demonstrations, 30 minute auctions, kids table, sluice 
mining for gems, and hourly door prizes. See and buy 
gems, minerals, beads, metaphysical stones, fossils and 
much more from all over the world. Scouts can earn merit 
badges from a mineral gemologist to assist with  
identification and requirements.  
Contact Paul Hayes, 1400 Sawyerwood Ave, Orlando, FL 
32800, (407)-816-1220; phayes3@cfl.rr.com; cfmgs.org 

Mosaic Mine Field Trip 
Saturday, Dec. 10th 
Sign up starts on Oct. 20th... NOT BEFORE.  
Florida Fossil Hunters is scheduled for their once a year 
fossil hunting trip to the Mosaic Ft. Green Mine near Ft. 
Meade, on Saturday, Dec. 10th. There are only 30 spots 
available. First consideration will be given to those 
members of Florida Fossil Hunters (as of Aug. 31st) who 
have not gone on a Mosaic trip before. Then, if any spots 
are left, the rest of the members will be included on a "first 
signed up" basis.  Children must be at least 13 yr. old and 
accompanied by a parent/grandparent. Cindy Roll is the 
trip leader. You can sign-up by emailing her 
at croll59@cs.com on OCTOBER 20th. 
Ft. Green is surface collecting. You must wear sturdy, 
closed-toed shoes - NO SANDALS. Cindy will provide the 
rest of the information to those who get signed up. This trip 
is for paid members of the Florida Fossil Hunters only (not 
the Facebook group).  Do not share this email with non-
members, or on Facebook or other social media venues. 
Sign up starts on Oct. 20th... NOT BEFORE. Cindy Roll's 
first grandchild is due the end of September, so we will 
leave her some time with the new baby before we deluge 
her with emails/phone calls. 

Montbrook Fossil Dig: Fall 2016 
The Florida Museum of Natural History Fall is asking for 
volunteers to help in the fossil dig at Montbrook near 
Williston, FL. Experience is not necessary... they offer on-
the-job training and supply the tools. This is a great 
opportunity to learn how the professionals do it and help 
discover the treasures from Florida's past. The site is 
dated at approx. 40 million years ago! 
This season's volunteer coordinator is  
Rachel Narducci, rnarducci@flmnh.ufl.edu 
To volunteer, go to  www.flmnh.ufl.edu/vertpaleo/
volunteering/field 
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National Fossil Day, South FL Museum 
Florida Fossil Hunters will have fossils on display at this event and 
we'll get the opportunity to talk to LOTS of people about fossils, 
fossil hunting, and our Fossil Fair. 
South Florida Museum has fantastic fossil exhibits and the best 
Indian pottery I have ever seen. In addition to those wonders, they 
have arranged to have the "Dinosaur Discoveries, Ancient Fossils, 
New Ideas"  exhibit from the American Museum of Natural History. 
(If you would like the Educators' Guide, contact me 
at bonnierussell62@gmail.com and I will send the PDF to you) 
There are plenty of activities:  
 Presentations  
 Junior Paleontologist Program with the De Soto National Park 

Service Rangers 
 "Sea Monsters: A Prehistoric Adventure" movie 
 Meteorite display 
 Stone knapping demo 
 Kids' Dig Pit sponsored by Mosaic 
 and lots of fossils to see and experts to learn from. 
Some of you have already signed up but we can always use more 
volunteers (you get free admission and FFH Fossil Bucks!)  

NEW BOOK: Horned Armadillos 
and Rafting Monkeys 
Do you know what a notoungulate is? 
How about an astrapothere, a necro-
lestid, or a sparassodont? These are 
just a few of the fascinating mammals 
that once called South America home. 
Unfortunately, these and many other 
ancient South American mammals left 
no living descendants and have no 
close living relatives. As a result, they 
are unfamiliar to most people, and all 
that is known of them comes from the 
fossil record. This book provides a thor-
ough yet accessible introduction to more than 75 extinct species 
of South America through vivid life reconstructions and short nar-
ratives about their characteristics, paleoecology, and evolutionary 
relationships. These ancient animals are examined in the context 
of 15 significant paleontological sites from throughout the conti-
nent that have produced fossil remains of these and many other 
species. Photographs of sites and specimens help illustrate how 
paleontologists bring extinct species to life through a combination 
of fieldwork, collections research, and comparisons with modern 
species. If you are interested in living mammals, extinct species, 
or the natural history of South America, you will enjoy this volume 
immensely. 
Written by a leading paleomammalogist, Darin Croft, associate 
professor of anatomy at Case Western Reserve University School 
of Medicine. It can be bought through Amazon for around $30.00. 

2016 
FOSSIL FAIR  

Fossil Fair - Date has  
Changed to Nov. 5th & 6th 

The dates have changed but not the fun of  
discovery and sharing. Mark your calendars and 

sign up to volunteer.  

We need folks at : 
 the Admissions table to greet visitors and help 

them fill out the forms for the free raffle. 

 the Silent Auction to organize donations, line up 
the auctions, and help bidders. 

 the Membership table to answer questions 
about joining, fossil hunting, sell t-shirts, etc. 

 the fossil display area to talk about fossils and 
answer questions. 

 the Kids' Dig Pit to work in the pit, help kids, 
and ID the fossils they find. 

 the Kitchen area to help with the food for the 
volunteers and vendors. 

As always, no experience necessary. It's on the job 
training, just like fossil hunting. Just bring your 
smiles and your enthusiasm for fossils and the in-
credible story of life on earth. 

Food for Fossil Fair 
We ask that all members bring a dish or snack to 
share with the volunteers and vendors. It's one of 
the things that make our Fossil Fair so enjoya-
ble.  Salads, fruit, veggies, soups, casseroles, 
snack foods, etc. will be appreciated. The club pro-
vides lunch meats, breads, some drinks, condi-
ments and plates, utensils, and cups. ( No alcohol is 
permitted on site.) 

Donations for Kids' Dig Pit  
& Silent Auction 
We all have fossils and minerals that we've found 
that sit packed away in boxes because we have lots 
of them or they aren't the greatest speci-
mens.  These make ideal items for the kids' pit and 
Silent Auction. Not only do they get be someone's 
precious possessions but they earn money for the 
club. Items like books, display boxes/shelves, 
books, toys modern bones, etc. are great for the 
Auction, too.  
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Bruce MacFadden will host the next webinar in this series. 

"I’m looking forward to presenting my webinar on Thursday, 
29 Sept on “Field Notes 101” 
I plan to talk about “Why” and “How” we take field notes 
when we collect fossils. The talk will be geared for the 
novice wanting to maximize the scientific value of their 
collections. We will discuss the traditional method of the 
field notebook as well as the application of simple, modern 
technology (iPhones). 
I always like to optimize talks for my intended audience. Do 
you have any suggestions, or questions that you would like 
answered? If so, please enter them here and I will do my 
best to incorporate these into my talk," said Bruce 
MacFadden. 
Ways to participate: 
There are a couple of different ways FFH members can get 
info and stay connected: 
1. The webinar schedule and a forum devoted to 

questions people need answered about webinars is on 
the FOSSIL project website, here is the direct link to 
the forum: http://community.myfossil.org/forums/topic/
fossil-webinar-series/ Note that anyone can view this 
forum, but you need to be a member to post questions.  

2. 2. Check FOSSIL’s social media by visit-
ing www.facebook.com/TheFossilProject or  
follow us on Twitter, our handle is @projectFOSSIL  

 

Some additional information: 
To connect, visit https://idigbio.adobeconnect.com/
_a1130716096/fossil-webinars/ 15 minutes before the 
webinar is scheduled to start. Click the bubble that says 
“Enter as a guest” and then type in your FULL NAME in the 
box. Full names please, as it lets the funding agency know 
how many people we are reaching. Click “Enter room”. 
Additionally, webinar attendees can ask questions before, 
during or after the webinar by logging into the FOSSIL 
Project’s community website (http://
community.myfossil.org/forums/topic/fossil-webinar-
series/). Webinar attendees may also receive CEUs 
(continuing education credits) for participation. If you have 
questions, please contact the FOSSIL Project’s Coordina-
tor, Eleanor Gardner at egardner@flmnh.ufl.edu 
Hope this helps—please let Eleanor or me know if you 
have additional questions. 
Lisa Lundgren, M.S., Science Education PhD Candidate 
University of Florida | The FOSSIL Project  
303-524-4203 | lisa.lundgren@ufl.edu   

Webinar FOSSIL Series 

Join us for a night of Neanderthal-themed revelry. Our 
Neanderthal Ball offers a one-of-a-kind experience that 
blends an elegant cocktail party with a prehistoric mixer. 
Guests will enjoy the Science Center like they never have 
before as they experience a night of dancing, drinking, and 
eating with their fellow cavemen. Though one does not 
need to dress like a caveman to enjoy the Neanderthal Ball. 
While themed dress is acceptable, our designated dress 
code is cocktail attire with an optional pop of print, so go 
wild with the cheetah and leopard patterns, or not. 
This event allows you to get in touch with your inner 
Neanderthal while also supporting the Orlando Science 
Center’s mission to inspire science learning for life. Your 
support of the Neanderthal Ball enables the Science Center 
to provide hands-on educational programs to learners of all 
ages regardless of income or background. 
 

We can’t wait to enjoy this very special night of elegance 
and entertainment with you. Be sure to check out some of 
our featured offerings to make the most out of your 
experience: 
 Forget that Paleo Diet for the evening and enjoy 

delectable creations from Puff ‘n Stuff Event Catering 
 Get primitive on the dance floor with live music from 

Running with Scissors 
 Show off the latest in stone age chic at the Harriett 

Lake Caveman Couture Contest 
 Enjoy a cocktail with your fellow Neanderthals provided 

by Tito’s Vodka 
 Resist the urge to grunt and smash your club during 

our silent auction featuring packages from the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational, the Kennedy Space Center, and 
other community members. 

FOSSIL'S FREE WEBINAR SERIES 
 AUG 31: Finding Fossils with Jayson Kowinsky.  

Watch it again at community. myfossil.org 
 SEPT 29: Field Notes 101 with Bruce MacFadden 
 OCT 19: Excavating Fossils with Dava Butler 
 NOV 30: Fossil Prep Basics with Rachel Narducci 

All webinars run from 7-8pm Eastern Time 

Celebrate our Evolution and Dig into the Future! 
Tenth Annual Neanderthal Ball 

Saturday, November 5, 2016, 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
The most unique gala event this side of the Stone Age! 

Presale tickets  (before Oct 15): $125 
General Ticket Sales (after Oct 15):  
$150 | Couple: $265 | Member: $125 
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Vulcan Mine Field Trip near Brooksville 

Saturday, October 8th 
If you did not sign up at the meeting, please call or email: 

Trip Leader: Paul Hardin 
Call or email Paul to sign up for the field trip 
Email: paul@pnpfl.com | Cell: 941-284-3443 

We need trip leaders for Nov. 12th and Dec. 10th. 
Please email Bonnie at bonnierussell62@gmail.com  

or call her at 352-429-1058 to volunteer. 

This is one of the few places where kids are allowed 
in to fossil hunt. Be sure to stay with them since there 
are steep cliffs, sharp rocks, and small sinkholes. 
Meet on the driveway loop near the entrance to the 
Mine by 8:30 am to sign releases before we are 
escorted into the mine around 9 am.  We get to drive 
our vehicles in so you can have your coolers, snacks, 
and equipment handy while 
you hunt. They usually allow 
us to dig until noon and some-
times people can stay till 2 
pm.  

All participants  
MUST  
be escorted into  
and out of the mine.  
Do not leave on your own 
since it is easy to become lost. 
THERE ARE  
NO RESTROOM  
FACILITIES AT  
VULCAN MINE,  
other than the boulders  
and the hills. 

Directions: The trip will take approximately 2 
hours from Orlando to Vulcan Mine. Be sure to allow 
for extra time to stop at a restroom before you get 
there. 
From Orlando take Hwy. 50 west (or the 408 west to 
the FL Turnpike, take exit 272 and then continue 
west on Hwy. 50) to Brooksville. Follow 50A/98 
North through Brooksville and turn right on Ponce 
De Leon Blvd. (Hwy 98 North).  Go approximately 
10 miles. Vulcan/Cemex will be on your left. The 
address is 16313 Ponce De Leon Blvd, Brooksville, 
for those of you who want to download a map. 

If you follow the truck route for Hwy. 50, you have to 
turn right onto 41, and then take the fork to the left to 
hook up with Ponce De Leon Blvd/98. There are 
several fast food places on 41 where you can take 
advantage of the bathroom facilities. Be sure NOT to 
keep following 41 north. You want to take 98 north 
from Brooksville. 

This is mostly surface collecting 
with occasionally a little digging to 
pry out a specimen. Bring a small 
trowel or screwdriver or rock 
hammer, and a bucket to put your 
fossils and rocks into. You may 
want to bring small containers and 
tissue for fragile fossils. 

Wear a hat, sturdy shoes, long 
pants (some of the rocks are 
sharp), and sunscreen. Bring lots 
of water and/or drinks and some 
snacks or lunch to eat. 

We find mostly echinoids and 
sometimes sea urchins, pieces of 
bone, or other fossils are found. 
We also find chert rocks. This is 
the material that the Indians used 
to make their arrowheads and 
tools.  

VULCAN MINE Field Trip 

ID Sheet above is available on  
the field trip and website. 

floridafossilhunters.com/Field_Trips.htm 

ALSO JOIN US 
Nov 12th  

& Dec 10th 

You MUST be a member of the 
club for insurance purposes 

to participate in this field trip. 

FIELD TRIP LEADER 



is a fun and educational group whose goal is to further our 
understanding of the prehistory of Florida. We encourage 
family participation and welcome explorers of all ages. 
Membership is $17 per year. Other household members 
may be included at no charge. 
Meetings are usually held on the third Saturday of the 
month but may vary with club activities. Check the  
website for the date and location of the next meeting or 
call one of the officers. 

 
Names: ________________________________________ 

Associate Members: ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: _____ Zip: ___________ Phone: ________________ 

e-mail: __________________________________________ 

____ New ____ Renewal 

Please list any interests, experience, talents or just plain 
enthusiasm, which you would like to offer to the club: 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Membership is $17 per year. Our membership year runs from 
January to December. All renewals are done in December 
and January. 

Please make your checks payable to: 
Florida Fossil Hunters 
Post Office Box 540404 
Orlando, Florida 32854-0404 

Associate members are people in the same household,  
included at no extra charge, 2 adult votes per household. 

____________ 
Articles must be submitted by the first of the month to be  
included in that month’s newsletter. These can be mailed to 

the above Post Office Box or e-mailed to: bonnierussell62 

@gmail.com . Articles can be sent as text  
in the e-mail or in Microsoft Word files (.doc or .docx). 

Please note in subject of email ‘FFH’. 
____________ 

Florida Prehistorical Museum, Inc.  
dba/ Florida Fossil Hunters  

Officers:     

President Russell Brown (352) 429-1058 

Vice President Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844  

Secretary Bonnie Cronin  (352) 429-1058 

Treasurer Sara Morey (619) 302-4863 

Chairs:     

Education Bonnie Cronin  (352) 429-1058 

Field Trips OPEN  

Fossil Fair Valerie First (407) 699-9274 

Fossil Auctions Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844 

Fossil Bucks Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844 

Fossil Lotto Ed Metrin (407) 321-7462 

Membership Bonnie Cronin (352) 429-1058 

Newsletter Bonnie Cronin (352) 429-1058 

  Elise Cronin-Hurley (407) 929-6297 

Photography John Heinsen (407) 291-7672 

Webmaster Elise Cronin-Hurley (407) 929-6297 

  elise@liseydreams.com 

Board of Directors:  
 Melissa Cole  (407) 834-5615 
 Ed Metrin (407) 321-7462 
 Dave Cass (407) 409-9095 
 Marge Fantozi  
 Marcia Wright  
 Cindy Lockner   
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Post Office Box 540404 
Orlando, Florida 32854-0404 

Articles and comments should be sent to: bonnierussell62@gmail.com 

 

 
Saturday, October 1st 10 am - 4 pm 

National Fossil Day 
South Florida Museum, Bradenton 

October 7, 8, & 9th 
Central FL Mineral & Gem Show 
National Guard Armory, Orlando 

Saturday, October 8th 
VULCAN MINE 

Saturday, October 15th 
2 pm - Kids' Fossil Blast 

3 pm Meeting 
October 15 & 16th 

Tampa Bay Mineral & Science Club 
Gem & Mineral Show, Plant City  

 
 

 

 
Saturday, November 5th, 7 pm to 10 pm 

Neanderthal Ball, OSC 

Nov 5th & 6th 
Florida Fossil Hunters 

Fossil Fair 
Central FL Fairgrounds 

Saturday, November 12th 
VULCAN MINE 

Saturday, November 19th 
2 pm Kids' Fossil Blast 

3 pm Meeting 
Saturday, December 10th 

VULCAN MINE 

Be Green 
Email Bonnie at bonnierussell62@gmail.com 
to receive the newsletter via email. Se
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Join Our Facebook group, Search: 
Florida Fossil Hunters  

 


