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| would like to thank Dr. Richard Hulbert for giving an informative and
interesting presentation on the evolution of Florida's bears at our May
meeting.

Get your shovel out and dig up the blue mason jar filled with those fossil
bucks. Roy Singer, our favorite auctioneer, will be waiting for you to place
your bid. So bring those fossil bucks with you to the June meeting which
will be at the Edgewater library.

We will not have a Board or Club meeting in July but we will have a
cookout and picnic at my house on Sunday, July 24th from 1:00 pm to
5:00 pm. The club will provide hamburgers and hot dogs. Bring a
covered dish, a couple chairs, and your bathing suit - | have a pool. Oh,
and of course bring any fossils you'd like to show to the rest of us.

(directions on page 4)

See you at the meeting.
Dave Dunaway

The June Kid’s Fossil Blast, meeting and
semi-annual fossil bucks auction will be held
at the College Park library since the schools

will be closed by then.

The Library is at Edgewater Road and Lee Road. It's in the shopping
center behind the Race Track gas station.

Comimg Events

June 15th
6:00pm Kids' Fossil Blast
7:00pm Meeting and Auction

Have a safe fossil hunting
summer.

July 24th
1 pm - 5 pm Cookout/Picnic at
Dave Dunaway's house

August 2nd
7:00 Board Meeting

August 17th
6:00 pm Kid’s Fossil Blast
7:00pm Meeting and Auction
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Florida TFossil Hunters is a fun and educational
group whose goal is to further our understanding of the
prehistory of Florida. We encourage family participation
and welcome explorers of all ages.

Membership is $17 per year. Other household members
may be included at no charge.

Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month at
7:00pm, Lee Middle School Cafeteria (Maury Road, two
blocks West of Edgewater Drive, Orlando).

Officers:

President Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844
Vice President  Paul Bordenkircher (407) 687-3843
Secretary

Treasurer Sara Morey (407) 834-0281
Chairs:

Education Melissa Cole (407) 834-5615
Field Trips Shelley Zimmerman(407) 891-1260
Fossil Fair Valerie First (407) 699-9274

Sharon Reagan
Dave Dunaway

(407) 246-8848

Fossil Auctions (407) 786-8844

Fossil Bucks Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844
Fossil ID Table  Andreas Kerner: intlfossils@msn.com
Fossil Lotto Ed Metrin (407) 321-7462
Auctioneer Roy Singer (407) 645-0200
Historian Valerie First (407) 699-9274
Librarian Bob Angell (407) 277-8978
Membership
Newsletter Bonnie Cronin (352) 429-1058
Elise Cronin-Hurley (407) 929-6297
Photography John Heinsen (407) 291-7672
Webmaster Elise Cronin-Hurley (407) 929-6297

elise@liseydreams.com

Board of Directors:
Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844
(407) 293-9391
(407) 645-0200
(407) 321-7462
(407) 290-8474

Jeremy Smith
Roy Singer

Ed Metrin

Tom Tomlinson

Florida Fossil Hunters
]\/\embers'x\ip ;Z\pplica’riol/\

Names:

Associate Members:

Associate members are people in the same household, included
at no extra charge, 2 adult votes per household.

Address:
City:

State: Zip:

e-mail:

New Renewal

Please list any interests, experience, talents or just plain
enthusiasm, which you would like to offer to the club:

Membership is $17 per year. Our membership year runs
from January to December. All renewals are done in
December and January.

Please make your checks payable to:
Florida Fossil Hunters

Post Office Box 540404
Orlando, Florida 32854-0404

Newsletter Policy

Articles must be submitted by the first of the month to be
included in that month’s newsletter. These can be mailed
to the above Post Office Box or e-mailed to:
elise@liseydreams.com. Articles can be sent as text
messages in the e-mail or in Microsoft Word files (*.doc).
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Dinosaur Found That Turned Vegetarian

Submitted by: Sharon Reagan

NEW YORK - Caught in the act of evolution, the odd-
looking, feathered dinosaur was becoming more
vegetarian, moving away from its meat-eating
ancestors. It had the built-for-speed legs of meat-
eaters, but was developing the bigger belly of plant-
eaters. It had already lost the serrated teeth needed
for tearing flesh. Those were replaced with the
smaller, duller vegetarian variety.

"l doubt seriously this animal could cut a steak with
that mouth," said Utah state paleontologist James
Kirkland, one of those describing the animal, based
on bones found in east-central Utah.

The scientists dubbed it Falcarius utahensis. Bones
from hundreds or maybe thousands of these
dinosaurs were discovered at a two-acre dig site
south of the town of Green River. Nobody knows why
they gathered there or what killed them, Kirkland
said.

It ate plants, but its bones show the transition from its
carnivorous ancestors while still in progress.

All plant-eating dinosaurs were ultimately descended
from a meat-eater, and switchovers to plant-eating
occurred several times. The newly discovered
species, which lived 125 million years ago, could help
scientists understand details of how the changeovers
took place.

It's "our first really good case of a dinosaur in the
midst of shifting from the meat-eating body to a plant-
eating one," said an expert not involved in the
discovery, Thomas R. Holtz Jr. of the University of
Maryland.

"It's definitely eating a substantial amount of plants,
(but) we still see the original imprint of meat-eating
uponit."

The creature, with 13-centimeter (5-inch) claws on its
outsized hands, measured some 3 1/2 meters (12
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feet) from its snout to the tip of its long skinny tail. It
stood just about 1 meter (just over 3 feet) tall at the hip
and could apparently reach about 1.5 meters (5 feet)
off the ground with its long neck to munch leaves or
fruit, said Kirkland.

He describes the creature in Thursday's issue of the
British journal Nature with Lindsay Zanno and Scott
Sampson of the Utah Museum of Natural History at
the University of Utah, among others.

Analysis revealed that Falcarius was the earliest
known member of a bizarre-looking group of plant-
eaters called therizinosaurs (pronounced THAY-rih-
ZY-no-sores.) Found mostly in Asia, the barrel-
bodied creatures waddled upright like Godzilla or "a
pot-bellied bear," Kirkland said.

Falcarius, very early in its evolution into the
therizinosaur body type, retained the rather
horizontal posture and powerful legs of its meat-
eating ancestors. And its teeth were more suited for
eating plants, Zanno said.

It also showed some change toward the larger gut
needed to digest plant material rather than meat, as
well as a lengthened neck and smaller head
associated with eating plants, she said.

Holtz said Falcarius still had fairly slender proportions
overall rather than the barrel body of later
therizinosaurs. "This one could probably move fairly
quickly," he said, whereas its more evolved relatives
"would have had problems hunting things faster than
atree."

Kirkland and Zanno said they suspect Falcarius
probably ate some meatin addition to plants.

"l wouldn't doubt this thing would eat a lizard or two in
apinch," Kirkland said.
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Mark Vour Calendar

June 15th
6:00pm Kids' Fossil Blast
7:00pm Meeting and Auction

Have a safe fossil hunting summer.
See you in August

July 24th
1 pm - 5 pm Cookout/Picnic at Dave Dunaway's house
August 2nd
7:00 Board Meeting

August 17th
6:00 pm Kid’s Fossil Blast
7:00pm Meeting and Auction

Visit our website www.ﬂoric’a]cossi”/\uwrers.cow\
Articles and comments should be sent to: elise@liseydreams.com

Florida Fossil Hunters

Post Office Box 540404
Orlando, Florida 32854-040
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