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From Ye Olde President..... 

Hi everyone and its been a hot summer. 

I would like to hear about YOUR personal fossil finds and adventures at 
Septembers Club meeting. For example, check out the article on page 4 
about a newer member’s search for “The Big One.” 

The FFH annual Fair is approaching and FFH needs your help to make it 
a success, please check out page 3 for a list of roles needed and how you 
can volunteers for the Fair. 

September meeting we will have a quest speaker. 

Aiden Rouse is the quest speaker and  
Topic will be about Dinosaurs of the Cretaceous Period. 

Bring your dinosaur fossils and tracks to participate and share with this 
exciting meeting topic. 

Salvatore Sansone 
FFH President  

SEP/OCT 2021 

FOSSIL FAIR  
Florida Fossil Hunters 

2021 Fossil Fair  
October  

16th & 17th 

VOLUNTEER 
SURVEY 

CLUB & FAIR  
Make it Happen! 

www.floridafossilhunters.c
om/club-volunteer-survey/ 

JOIN!  
2021 Member Dues 

Family $25 
Individual $20 

www.floridafossilhunters. 
com/membership 

FLORIDA FOSSIL PERMIT  
Visit this page on the University of Florida Museum website  

to learn more about how to go about applying for or renewing  
your permit and what it covers. 

www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/vertpaleo/amateur-collector/fossil-permit/  

Currently taking a little longer to turnaround permits so apply/renew early! 
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MEETINGS & MORE 
FFH meeting at OSC 
Saturday, September 18th 

2 pm - Kids' program | 3 pm - Meeting 

Aiden Rouse is the quest speaker and Topic will 
be about Dinosaurs of the Cretaceous Period. 

Bring your dinosaur fossils and tracks to  
participate and share with the meeting topic. 

Regular Meetings are held at the Orlando  
Science Center. Unless otherwise noted.   

Admission and parking is FREE to attending  
members. At the garage & ticket counter inform them 

you are there for the meeting. 

Social distancing & face masks requirements  
dependent on current State of Florida Phase  

level policies. 

 September 18th  
2:00-3:00pm 

TOPIC: PLANT FOSSILS 
Kids' Fossil Blast is an informal, hands-on  

experience aimed at kids ages 5 to 14. 

TUSKS & TAILS EXHIBIT  
Don’t miss Tusks to Tails: A Fossil History of 
Florida. On exhibit now through January 16, 2022 at 
the Tampa Bay History Center.  To learn more, visit: 
www.tampabayhistorycenter.org/changing-exhibits/
#fossils  

FOSSIL ID SHEETS 
Over the years Russell Brown has created stunning,  
artistic Fossil ID Sheets for various species. Nine (9) of 
these are now available online for your convenience.  

Visit the website and click on link under Resources. 

PIECE ON THE PEACE 
Check out the NEW Water level data page on the 
USGS website.  

Want the latest?  
Visit floridafossilhunters.com and click on the easy 
Peace River Gauge button in the sidebar or under 
the Resources tab. Chart below measured July 1st 
to Sept 2nd at the Peace River at US 17 at Zolfo 
Springs, FL. Gauge height is measured in feet and is 
provisional data subject to revision. 
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Fossil Fair We Need You! 
To put on such an event, we need lots of volunteers to help! 

There are so many ways to take part in this fun-filled, fossil-packed weekend. 

First of all, volunteer some time to help out in one of the areas during the Fair. 

 Be one of the smiling, helpful people at the admissions table where people arrive. 

 Help get set up Friday and/or tear down on Sunday, the Kids’ identify their fossil finds in the activities  
area, folks bidding on treasures at the Silent Auction. 

 Volunteer at the Membership table, answer questions and helping folks get started in their own quest to  
find fossils. 

 And more... 

Each position offers plenty of opportunities to share your excitement of fossiling and the joy of learning more 
about the world. 

Please give a few hours.... or more if you can. You will be rewarded, not only in Fossil Bucks, but also with the 
fun of sharing your interests with other folks. 

The shifts: Saturday: 8:30am to 12:45pm and 12:30pm to 5pm  | Sunday: 9:30am to 12:45pm and 12:30pm to 4pm 

SIGN UP: to volunteer at the August or September meetings, complete the online volunteer survey  
(https://floridafossilhunters.com/club-volunteer-survey/) or email us at info@floridafossilhunters.com. 

PLEASE NOTE WHICH SHIFTS OR DAYS YOU ARE AVAILABLE TO VOLUNTEER. 

Admissions Table: Greeting visitors with a 
smile, taking the money, giving them a free door 
prize ticket, etc. 

Kid’s Activities: help the kids shift through 
shark tooth and Yankee town echinoid fossil 
matrix and help them identify what they find with 
ID sheets. 

Silent Auction: Logging donations, selecting 
items for each auction round, taking money, 
soliciting donations from the vendors, announc-
ing the beginning and end of the auctions, etc. 

Membership Table: Handing out club info, 
helping join the club, explaining about the field 
trips and other activities, selling t-shirts, etc. 

Fossil Display Area: Telling visitors about the  
fossils on display and answering questions or  
suggesting other sources for the answers. 

Setting up on Friday and packing up after  
closing on Sunday, putting the signs out on the 
streets early Saturday morning,   

To donate items to the Kids' Dig Pit or the Silent  
Auction, just bring them to the Fair with you.   

Bring Food! 
One of the really extraordinary things about our Fossil Fair is  
that we feed our volunteers and vendors. We firmly believe full 
tummies make for happy people. So we ask that everyone bring 
a casserole, or salad, or dessert, or bag of munchies to share. 
The club foots the bill for the lunch meat and fixings for sand-
wiches as well as the paper plates and utensils.  Finally, bring 
some food to share with the other volunteers and the vendors. 
We've managed to feed the workers at our past Fossil Fairs 
which really makes it feel like a big family reunion... a really 
strange but funny and intellectually stimulating one. 

Donations for the Kids' Pit and Silent Auction 
Small bones. echinoids and sharks needed for kid’s activities.  
Please bring to the meetings or Fossil Fair.  Those donated 
fossils bring smiles of joy to the kids who get to find them in  
our activities. 
 
Silent Auction 
For the Silent Auction, you can donate display cases/shelves,  
modern bones, figurines, prehistoric animal toys, etc. as well  
as fossils or minerals 
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“The Big One” 
By Amanda Masterjohn 
Florida Native – Fossil Hunting Enthusiast 

It was a beautiful day in May of 2009 when I 
traveled to the Island of Venice from Orlando to 
meet up with two fellow scuba divers to navigate 
their first ever Venice Beach shore dive.  I had 
completed this tough but rewarding task many 
times, but on this day, my mind was focused on 
finding “The Big One”. Not because I wanted to 
impress my new friends, but because I needed 
validation.  Validation that everything was going 
to be ok.  Let me explain… 

Growing up in Venice to parents who were ob-
sessed with the Salt Life long before it was cool. 
Fishing, boating, shelling, fossil hunting, and 
camping were a common occurrence in our family, 
and we spent almost every weekend camped out at 
our self-proclaimed “Sunset Beach” scuba diving for 
fossils, and snorkeling every inch of the beach.  
Back then, I remember thinking to myself how cool it 
was, but I had no idea how rare it really was to grow 
up this way with our own private beach filled with 
giant Megalodon teeth among other amazing fossils.   

But on this day, I saw my fortune clearly.  The sky 
was light blue with wisps of white clouds, a gentle 
breeze lapping the waves on the shore and that 
familiar emerald, green colored water was clearer 
than normal.  The sand was white and hot and the 
water had a about 5-10ft of visibility, which is 
considered good for SW FL.  I prepared my new 
friends for what to expect on the dive and where to 
look for the elusive Megalodon Shark teeth I grew 
up finding.   

I was breathing Nitrox that day, allowing for the 
longest bottom time and in my opinion, the ideal set 
up for scuba fossil hunting.  The dive was great…
lots of sheepshead fish kept me company as I first 
scoured the bottom for any potential surface finds 
and then when I found a spot with a large deposit of 
small teeth, I started fanning my hands back and 
forth over the sand giving way to more sediment 
and potential fossils and teeth. I found lots of shells 

and some small teeth but not the big one I was so 
hoping for.  But, as  I learned from my mom years 
ago, that when searching for big teeth whether on 
water or land, one has to have a lot of patience and 
in her opinion, it’s better to search near a deposit of 
larger rocks and gravel as the currents and tides 
push them up next to the rocks from the bone yard 
about a mile off the beach. There they stay until 
someone finds them, they break in half and move, 
or a larger storm moves and buries them again.  

Of all the amazing things she taught me in life, 
nothing prepared me for when she suddenly and 
unexpectedly died from a heart attack a month 
earlier on a regular Tuesday evening.  As you can 
imagine, I was devastated and sick with heart ache.  
But I know my mom.  She was a woman who could 
answer wishes as she had done for me my whole 
life and  since this was the same beach we spent 
our last time together, I had prayed and was certain 
that that day in May, On Mother’s Day, I would get 
confirmation that my mom was ok.     

I had talked to her in my head throughout the dive… 

Continued on page 5 
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By Amanda Masterjohn 

During the last ice age, the Floridian peninsula 
looked more like a stubby thumb than an index fin-
ger. But beginning around 14,000 years ago, the 
global climate began to warm, causing glaciers to 
melt and sea levels to rise. Florida shrank over the 
next several millennia, and countless places where 
prehistoric people once lived, hunted, and buried 
their dead disappeared beneath the waves. 

It wasn’t until 2016, an unexpected and fantastic dis-
covery by a fossil hunter diving just off Manasota Key 
near Venice, Florida, looking for Megalodon teeth led 
to a groundbreaking archaeological project that 
changed everything scientists thought they knew 
about offshore archaeology. The Manasota Key Off-
shore site, as archaeologists from Florida’s Depart-
ment of State named it, have helped researchers bet-
ter understand how Florida’s earliest people lived and 
what their landscape looked like. It also adds to a 
constellation of fascinating prehistoric sites that have 

been discovered along the Gulf Coast in Sarasota 
County. 

Can you imagine fossil hunting and randomly come 
across human remains from 8000 years ago?  The 
mere thought of it gives me goosebumps.  It’s so im-
portant to report the things we find especially when it 
changes what we know about our ancient civilization.   

What’s the most interesting thing  
you’ve ever found while fossil hunting?  

 

To read more about this site, visit... 

 Florida Gulf Coast Website:  
www.gulfcoastcf.org/our-initiatives/arts-and-
culture/manasota-key-offshore-archaeological-site 

 National Geographic Website:   
www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/article/
florida-native-american-indian-burial-underwater 

 

When Fossil Hunting Becomes an  
Archeological Dig 

Continued from page 4 

told her how much I missed her, and how sad I was 
she left me so soon, but that I just needed her to tell 
me she was ok.  But ¾ of the way through the dive, 
still no big teeth  As I neared the end of the dive, I 
looked down at my pressure gauges and felt  
dis-heartened when I realized I had only 500lbs of 
nitrox left and as a safe diver, that’s when I started 
heading back the shore.   My friends were in front of 
me as we slowly scuba dove along the bottom, I with 
my hands in the sand, sifting for the now slim chance 
that maybe it would happen.  When suddenly, I came 
up to a rock and put my hand under it and pulled out 
the biggest Megalodon shark’s tooth I had ever seen.  
It was huge…It was 6 Inches long and had a perfect 

serration.  It was perfect to me, but in an imperfect 
way.  It was broken exactly in half. 

At the time, I was so elated, I didn’t even think to the 
look for the other half…I felt myself starting to cry and 
laugh and felt completely overjoyed that my mom 
heard me and granted me the wish of peace knowing 
without a doubt that she was still with me every day, 
in spirit.   

That was the day, my heart started to heal, and I 
found “The Big One”.  It took me many more years to 
work through my grief of losing my mom when I 30 
years old, but it was and still is just a bit easier 
knowing she is still with me and loves to fossil hunt 
with me, even in heaven.   

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?   
Send us your adventure for the newsletter and earn fossil bucks! 





is a fun and educational group whose goal is to further our 
understanding of the prehistory of Florida. We encourage 
family participation and welcome explorers of all ages. 

Membership options are listed to the right.  

Meetings are usually held on the third Saturday of the 
month but may vary with club activities. Check the  
website for the date and location of the next meeting or 
call one of the officers. 

MAIL in this form or Register ONLINE at  
www.floridafossilhunters.com/membership 

 

Names: ________________________________________ 

Associate Members: ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: _____ Zip: ___________ Phone: ________________ 

e-mail: __________________________________________ 

____ New ____ Renewal 

Please list any interests, experience, talents or just plain 

enthusiasm, which you would like to offer to the club: 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Family membership: $25 
Individual membership: $20 

Please make your checks payable to: 

Florida Fossil Hunters 

Post Office Box 540404 

Orlando, Florida 32854-0404 

Associate members are people in the same household,  

included at no extra charge, 2 adult votes per household with 

Family Membership. 

Membership year runs from January to December. 

Articles must be submitted by the first of the month to be  

included in that month’s newsletter. These can be mailed to 

the above Post Office Box or e-mailed to: info@ 

floridafossilhunters.com. Articles can be sent as text  

in the e-mail or in Microsoft Word files (.doc or .docx). 

Please note in subject of email ‘FFH News: [article or info] 
 

Florida Prehistorical Museum, Inc.  

dba/ Florida Fossil Hunters  

Officers:     

President Salvatore Sansone (321) 278-9294 

Vice President 1 Steve Sharpe (352) 552-2296 

Vice President 2   

Secretary   

Treasurer David Dunaway (407) 786-8844 

Chairs:     

Field Trips OPEN  

Fossil Fair Valerie First (407) 699-9274 

Fossil Auctions Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844 

Fossil Bucks Dave Dunaway (407) 786-8844 

Fossil Lotto Ed Metrin (407) 321-7462 

Membership Ken Sellers  

Newsletter   

  Elise Cronin-Hurley info@elisech.com 

Photography John Heinsen (407) 291-7672 

Facebook   Salvatore Sansone   

 Ken Sellers  

Webmaster Elise Cronin-Hurley info@elisech.com 

Board of Directors:  

 Joyce Bittle  

 Melissa Cole 407-461-8507 

 Marge Fantozi  

 Valerie First  

 Ed Metrin (407) 321-7462 

 Ken Sellers  
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Post Office Box 540404 

Orlando, Florida 32854-0404 

Email info@floridafossilhunters.com to share articles, comments and how to receive the newsletters by email.  

 

2021 FFH Schedule  
September 18th 

2pm Kid’s Meeting 
3pm Club Meeting 

October: Fossil Fair 

November 13th 
 2pm Kid’s Meeting 
3pm Club Meeting 

December  
Holiday Party - date tba 

 

Mtgs held at the OSC 
Orlando Science Center,  
unless otherwise noted. 

 

Next OSC Meeting: September 18th 

 
Mark Your Calendars  

for the 2021 Fossil Fair 

October 16 & 17 
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Join Our Facebook group, Search: 

Florida Fossil Hunters  

 


