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From the President's Desk...
Hi! to all of the FFH members and I hope everyone is doing well.
I want to apologize to all the members who joined us for the Peace River
field trip. I made a mistake with the details of the trip and how many
canoes would be available. I thought some one would pickup Mark's
second trailer. Again I apologize and will make it up too all members who
participated.
Jim Zacharias will be our quest speaker for May's FFH meeting. His
presentation will be About Giant Ground Sloths. I would like all members
to participate by bringing your Sloth Fossils to the meeting.
Please also bring in your Peace River fossils finds for show and tell for
May's meeting.
May's meeting will have Kids Blast before the meeting at 2pm.
June's meeting will include the FFH bi-annual Fossil bucks fossil auction.
See page 6 for the Auction list.
Working on setting up a July's field trip and FFH meeting to visit Chris
Delory’s fossil exhibit and Dino Labs.
Happy Mother’s Day! & Happy Father’s Day!
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Our Upcoming Meetings
May 28th Meeting
Jim Zacharias will be our guest speaker for
May's FFH meeting. His presentation will be
About Giant Ground Sloths.
 Bringing your Sloth Fossils to share!
 Please also bring in your Peace River fossils
finds for show and tell for May's meeting.
 May's meeting will have Kids Blast meeting
before the club meeting at 2pm.

June's 25th meeting


The meeting will include the FFH
bi-annual Fossil bucks fossil auction.
See page 6 for the Auction list

Information on shirt orders, volunteer opportunities
and more coming in the July/August issue.
 Vendor Registration, Now open.
Visit www.floridafossilhunters.com/fossil-fair/.
Scroll down for links to both the mail-in-form or
online registration.

May 28th 2:00-3:00pm
Kids' Fossil Blast is an informal, hands-on
experience aimed at kids ages 5 to 14.

July 23rd meeting


2022 FOSSIL FAIR

Working on setting up a July's field trip and
FFH meeting to visit Chris Delory’s fossil
exhibit and Dino Labs.

Regular Meetings are held at the Orlando
Science Center. Unless otherwise noted.
Admission and parking is FREE to attending
members. At the garage & ticket counter inform them
you are there for the meeting. Please consult the
State of Florida and OSC sites for
Health and Safety policies.

PIECE ON THE PEACE
Want the most current height? Visit floridafossilhunters.com and click on the easy Peace River Gauge
button in the sidebar or under the Resources tab for the latest water level data or visit the USGS website
directly.

PEACE RIVER
AT US 17
AT ZOLFO
SPRINGS, FL
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Time to celebrate 47

YEARS OF SLOTH

| BY MARK LANE
This month marks 45 years since Daytona Beach's
giant ground sloth was discovered in a sand pit at
Reed Canal Road and Nova Road.
The 130,000-year-old, 13-foot-tall giant groundsloth's bones, assembled and displayed at the
Museum of Arts and Science, represent the most
complete giant sloth skeleton in North America.
And really, who wants to look at only part of a giant
ground sloth skeleton? This has been a draw at
MOAS since it went on display in 1977.
The sloth– actually something like a dozen sloths
found on the site – was discovered in October 1975
by Roger Alexon and Don Serbousek, an amateur
paleontologist and archaeologist, scuba-diving
enthusiast whose day job was running a televisionrepair and scuba-diving shop.
"Your Radio and TV Doc," the sign at Serbousek's
Ormond Beach shop said. I used to go there when I
was a kid and my dad needed to refill scuba-diving
tanks. At the time, it didn't occur to me that there was
anything unusual about a place that was a combination television-repair and scuba-diving equipment
shop that also showed off fossilized bones, shark
teeth and arrowheads in its display cases.

Although the sloth has long, horror-movie-style claws, it
was an herbivore and had to eat hundreds of pounds of
Another sideline of Serbousek's was making casts of
vegetation just to keep the five-ton eating machine going
mastodon and other bones that he sold to museums. Who another day. It is thought to have looked something like a
knew there was a niche market for that? Working out of a
bearlike mutant hamster and was as tall as an elephant.
space in an Ormond Beach industrial park, he was the guy This would have been a fantastic sight had there been any
to go to if you needed a highly realistic fiberglass mastodon people around here at the time to see it, which there were
skeleton reproduction. (You can see one at Brevard
not.
Museum of History and Natural Science.) Serbousek died
I'm often surprised to discover that people who are
in 2010.
otherwise conversant in local lore are utterly unaware of
The museum's giant sloth also is notable because unlike
our impressive sloth. I'm shocked no school has picked it
big museum paleontological finds that might be from
up as a mascot (Go, fighting giant sloths!)
anywhere in the world, this one is displayed close to the
As one of the world's very best giant ground sloth remains,
neighborhood where the beast lived, just three miles away
this is a unique local attraction. One that deserves to be
from where its bones had been found. Where it roamed
included as part of our ever-expanding special-event
back in giant sloth times. A time when the neighborhood
calendar — Slothtoberfest! Or at least declare Sloth Days
was closer to the beach, a flat, swampy grassland, which
each August, something that seems natural because it's
suited the local megafauna just fine.
too hot to do anything. There are a lot of unexplored
Leaving the museum, I drive down Nova Road and try to
possibilities.
imagine the roadside in its long-ago natural state with giant
Sure, 45 years is not a lot of time compared to the 130,000
creatures clomping around stripping trees of their leaves
years these old bones have been around, but they are
and living among other large creatures. (In the same room
worth celebrating.
as the sloth, for instance, is an armadillo-like animal the
size of a golf cart, something that would be a far more
www.news-journalonline.com/story/opinion/
columns/2020/10/15/fossilized-bones-giant-ground-slothformidable threat to traffic than anything lying by the
were-found/5965421002/
roadside today.)
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Happy Mothers Day! • Happy Father’s Day!
During the months of May and June we celebrate our mothers and fathers.
The following is a list of a few of the mothers and fathers of paleontology we have to
thank for advancing our understanding and the science.
Luis Alvarez (1911-1988)
By training, Luis Alvarez was a physicist, not a paleontologist―but that didn't stop him from theorizing
about a meteor impact that killed the dinosaurs 65
million years ago, and then with his son, Walter,
discovering evidence for the impact crater on Mexico's
Yucatan peninsula, in the form of scattered
remnants of the element iridium. For the first time,
scientists possessed a cogent explanation for why
the dinosaurs went extinct 65 million years ago.

Mary Anning
Mary Anning was an influential fossil hunter even
before this phrase came into wide usage: in the
early 19th century, scouring England's Dorset
coast. She recovered the remains of two marine
reptiles (an ichthyosaur and a plesiosaur), as well
as the first pterosaur ever unearthed outside of Germany. By the time she died in 1847, Anning had
received a lifetime annuity from the British Association for the Advancement of Science, (Anning was
also, the inspiration for the old children's rhyme
"she sells sea shells by the sea shore.")

Dr. Karen Chin
Karen Chin is a paleontologist and ichnologist
(studying trace fossils - coprolites). In 1998, Dr.
Chin studied the first fossilized T. rex dung
(coprolites) that contained bits of Triceratops frill.
She has also found traces of dung beetle tunnels in
another dinosaur coprolite. Chin received her master’s degree from Montana State University
(working with Jack Horner), and her Ph.D. from
University of California, Santa Barbara (in 1996).

George Cuvier
George Cuvier is referred by many as the “Father of
Paleontology“. He was the founder of vertebrate
paleontology as a separate scientific discipline. His
contributions in the field include research on the
comparative biology of invertebrates and vertebrates. The principle of the endangerment and extinction of organisms also came from Cuvier.

Henry Fairfield Osborn
For 25 years, Osborn was the president of the
American Museum of National History and led the
expansion of the museum in terms of research programs and its facilities. In the early 20th century,
Osborn rose to fame after leading various fossil
hunting expeditions and after training new vertebrate paleontologists in the Western United States.
Osborn also described and named several dinosaur
species such as the Ornitholestes, Tyrannosaururs
rex, Pentaceratops, and Velociraptor. Osborn conducted several studies about the brains of T.rex by
dissecting the fossils using a diamond chainsaw.

Sue Hendrickson

Edwin Colbert
Edwin H. Colbert had already made his mark as a
working paleontologist (discovering the early dinosaurs Coelophysis and Staurikosaurus, among others) when he made his most influential discovery, in
Antarctica: a skeleton of the mammal-like reptile
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Lystrosaurus, which proved that Africa and this giant southern continent used to be joined in one gigantic land mass. Since then, the theory of continental drift has done much to advance our understanding of dinosaur evolution; for example, we now
know that the first dinosaurs evolved in the region
of the supercontinent Pangea corresponding to
modern-day South America, and then spread to the
rest of the world's continents over the next few million years. He also served as caretaker of the
American Museum of Natural History for 40 years.

Sue Hendrickson is a self-taught fossil hunter
(specializing in fossil inclusions in amber), marine
archaeologist, adventurer and explorer. In South
Dakota in 1990, Hendrickson found the remarkable
T. rex fossil that is now known as Sue. This T. rex
fossil is the largest and most complete T. rex found
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to date. Sue (the fossil) is now displayed at the
Field Museum in Chicago, Illinois, USA.

John “Jack” Horner
Horner is best known among paleontologists for his
game-changing discoveries, including the extensive
nesting grounds of the duck-billed dinosaur
Maiasaura and a chunk of Tyrannosaurus Rex with
intact soft tissues, analysis of which has lent
support to the evolutionary descent of birds from
dinosaurs. At present, he is on search of a way to
reactivate dinosaur DNA in birds in order to “revive”
and create modern dinosaurs.

Ruth Mason
Ruth Mason ( -1990) found a huge dinosaur fossils
bone bed (a collection of thousands of fossils) on
her family's Harding County, South Dakota, USA,
ranch when she was 7 years old. Since then, tens
of thousands of dinosaur fossils have been found at
the "Ruth Mason Quarry," near Faith, SD. The dinosaurs include huge numbers of Edmontosaurus
annectens (duck-billed, plant-eating dinosaurs), T.
rex teeth, and others.

Dr. Elizabeth Nicholls
Elizabeth (Betsy) L. Nicholls is a paleontologist and
the Curator of Vertebrates at the Royal Tyrrell
Museum, Alberta, Canada. Dr. Nicholls studies
Triassic period marine reptiles (especially Ichthyosaurs) from North America. Nicholls received her
Ph.D. from the University of Calgary, Canada.
Nicholls and Jack M. Callaway are the editors of the
book, "Ancient Marine Reptiles," 1997. Nicholls has
named the ichthyosaur genera Metashastasaurus
(Nicholls and Makoto Manabe, 2001) and Parvinatator (Nicholls and Brinkman, 1995).

Dr. Patricia Vickers-Rich
Dr. Patricia Vickers-Rich is an Australian geoloogist, paleontologist and author. Vickers-Rich
has unearthed many important finds in Victoria,
Australia, Alaska, USA, and Patagonia, South
America. She co-named (with T. H. Rich) the dinosaurs Leaellynasaura (1989) and Timimus (1994),
Atlascopcosaurus (1989), Qantassaurus (1999),
Tehuelchesaurus (1999, also with Gimenez, Candúneo, Puerta, and Vacca), the important early
Australian mammal Ausktribosphenos, and others.
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Alan Walker
Alan Walker is another great paleontologist who
supposedly became interested in paleontology
when he was 11 years old by examining fossils
near his home. He studied on the very first stages
of human evolution, particularly in the different
epochs (Miocene, Pliocene, and Pleistocene) in the
geologic time scale. He focused mainly on data and
fossils obtained from East Africa. As a result, he
was able to deduce ancient behaviors exhibited by
the organisms’ biological remains. In addition to
this, Walker discovered hundreds of fossils which
include: skeleton of a young Homo erectus and a
skull of an Australopithecus.

Joan Wiffen
Joan Wiffen is a self-trained amateur paleontologist
who pioneered dinosaur hunting in New Zealand.
Her discoveries, beginning in 1974, greatly changed
scientists' views of New Zealands' paleontological
history. Wiffen discovered fragmentary fossils of
late Cretaceous period dinosaurs, including an
ankylosaur (probably a nodosaur), a carnosaur, and
a sauropod. These are the first dinosaurs found on
New Zealand; it had been previously thought that
no dinosaurs had lived on this long-isolated island.
Joan Wiffen and M. A. (Pont) Wiffen have also
found mosasaurs (Mosasaurus flemingi, Prognathodon overtoni, Rikisaurus tehoensis, etc.), a plesiosaur (a plesiosaurid), a pterosaur, a protostegid (a
large marine turtle), and other New Zealand fossils.

Dong Zhiming
An inspiration to an entire generation of Chinese
paleontologists, Dong Zhiming has spearheaded
numerous expeditions to China's northwest
Dashanpu Formation, where he has unearthed the
remains of various hadrosaurs, pachycephalosaurs,
and sauropods (himself naming no fewer than 20
separate dinosaur genera, including Shunosaurus
and Micropachycephalosaurus). Dong's impact has
been most deeply felt in China's northeast, where
paleontologists emulating his example have unearthed numerous specimens of dino-birds from the
Liaoning fossil beds―many of which shed valuable
light on the slow evolutionary transition of dinosaurs
into birds.
See list of articles referenced on page 6.
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JUNE 25TH MEETING

Articles
for
Mothers and Fathers
article, pages 4 and 5

2022 Summer
Auction List



Count up those fossil bucks and join us for the
summer fossil auction at the June 25th meeting.

1.

Manatee Ear Bone

2.

Dinosaur Coprolite

3.

Mosasaur Tooth

4.

Fossil Collection (Jr.)

5.

Shark Vertebra

6.

Whale Ear

7.

Shark Teeth - Starting Bid $3,000

8.

Polished Ivory

9.

Rhinoceros Tooth - Siberia
- Starting Bid $2,000

10.

Spinosaurus Tooth

11.

Shark Tooth - Megaldon - Starting Bid $4,000

12.

Fossil Fish

13.

Agatized Coral - New Member

14.

Ammonite - Starting Bid $2,000

15.

Orthoceras












https://www.bioexplorer.net/famouspaleontologists.html/
https://
paleonerdish.wordpress.com/2014/10/13/mignontalbot-and-the-forgotten-women-ofpaleontology/
https://www.wired.com/2010/04/beyondmary-anning-celebrating-the-work-ofwomen-paleontologists/
https://www.mammothsite.org/newsevents/blog.html/article/2021/03/08/
international-women-s-day-2021women-in-paleontology
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/
agricultural-and-biological-sciences/
paleontology#:~:text=Georges%
20Cuvier%20is%20often%
20considered,fossils%20available%
20at%20the%20time.
https://biologos.org/articles/pioneeringwomen-of-paleontology/
https://www.thoughtco.com/mostinfluential-paleontologists-1092057

April 2022 at the Peace River.
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is a fun and educational group whose goal is to further our
understanding of the prehistory of Florida. We encourage
family participation and welcome explorers of all ages.
Membership options are listed to the right.
Meetings are usually held on the third Saturday of the
month but may vary with club activities. Check the
website for the date and location of the next meeting or
call one of the officers.

MAIL in this form or Register ONLINE at
www.floridafossilhunters.com/membership
Names: _____________________________________
Associate Members: ___________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Officers:
President

Salvatore Sansone

Vice President 1 Steve Sharpe

(321) 278-9294
(352) 552-2296

City: ________________________________________
State: _____ Zip: _________ Phone: ______________

Vice President 2

e-mail: ______________________________________

Secretary
Treasurer

Address: ____________________________________

David Dunaway

(407) 786-8844

Chairs:
Field Trips

OPEN

Fossil Fair

Valerie First

(407) 699-9274

Fossil Auctions

Dave Dunaway

(407) 786-8844

Fossil Bucks

Dave Dunaway

(407) 786-8844

Fossil Lotto

Ed Metrin

(407) 321-7462

Membership

Ken Sellers

Newsletter
Elise Cronin-Hurley

info@elisech.com

Photography

John Heinsen

(407) 291-7672

Facebook

Salvatore Sansone

____ New ____ Renewal
Please list any interests, experience, talents or just plain
enthusiasm, which you would like to offer to the club:
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Family membership: $25
Individual membership: $20
Please make your checks payable to:
Florida Fossil Hunters
Post Office Box 540404
Orlando, Florida 32854-0404
Associate members are people in the same household,
included at no extra charge, 2 adult votes per household with Family Membership.
Membership year runs from January to December.

Ken Sellers
Webmaster

Elise Cronin-Hurley

info@elisech.com

Board of Directors:
Joyce Bittle

(407) 341-6366

Melissa Cole

(407) 461-8507

Marge Fantozi

(407) 256-5566

Valerie First

(407) 699-9274

Ed Metrin

(407) 321-7462

Ken Sellers

(407) 457-4117
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Articles must be submitted by the first of the month to
be included in that month’s newsletter. These can be
mailed to the above Post Office Box or e-mailed to:
info@floridafossilhunters.com. Articles can be sent as
text in the e-mail or in Microsoft Word files (.docx).
Please note in subject of email ‘FFH News: [article or info]

Florida Prehistorical Museum, Inc.
dba/ Florida Fossil Hunters

Volume 32, Number 3 - MAY/JUN 2022

Page 7

2022 Calendar
See inside for more information

Meetings 3pm at OSC | Kids’ Fossil Blast and alternative time and location noted when applicable.
Saturday, May 28th
Meeting & Kid’s Blast 2pm
Saturday, June 25th
Indoor Picnic & Fossil Auction
Saturday, July 23rd
Saturday, August 13th

Saturday, November 19th
December no meeting
Holidays Party, tba

2022 Fossil Fair
October 22nd & 23rd

Saturday, September 24th

Join Our Facebook group:

www.facebook.com/groups/floridafossilhunters

Email info@floridafossilhunters.com to share articles, questions & comments

Post Office Box 540404
Orlando, Florida 32854-0404

